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[Abstract: The emergence and career of Murshid Quli Khan is an important
and significant chapter in the politics of Mughal Bengal. Murshid Quli Khan
was born in a Brahman family, but due to his skill and wisdom, in the first half
of the eighteenth century, he started a new chapter in the political history of
Bengal- the Nawabi period. He started working under the Diwan of Berar in
1696 and due to his expertise he came close to Emperor Aurangzeb. In a career
of only twenty-seven years under the empire, he served in various titles one
after the other and served successfully as Diwan, Faujdar, Deputy Subadar,
Subadar etc. In history he is referred to as Muhammad Hadi, Karatlab Khan,
Murshid Quli Khan, Zafar Khan, and Nasiri Nasir Jung. In 1700 he was
appointed as a Diwan in Bengal and in 1717 he became the highest post of
Subadar in Bengal. After his arrival in Bengal, he became unpopular with the
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administrative and revenue officials of Bengal due to his austerity and fiscal
policies. But in the midst of power, struggles and political instability during the
decline of the Mughal Empire, Subadar Murshid Quli Khan kept his provinces
free from central control, and set a precedent for his influence and diwani
power over the provinces through regular revenue collection. This later helped
him to establish the Nawabi period in Bengal.]



