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The significance of weaving throughout life cycle celebrations is still important
especially in relation to a young woman’s marriage and other rites of passage
(Roy, 2005 : 35)
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Patterns, often consist, however, of rhomboid motifs and meanders, which in a
similar form are also woven by the men into some of the baskets and especially
into the mats used for a coffin (Brauns & Loffler, 1990 : 133)
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Tripura women for example do spinning and weaving only. It is forbidden for
men to take any man who participates in spinning or weaving will be struck by
lightning. Similarly, there is a taboo on women in basket making: it is believed
that if any woman makes a basket, the male will be idle and timid and as a
result he will not be successful in hunting. Another superstition among the
Taungchengya people is that if a man does weaving, he will be attacted by a
wild pig when he will go in the jungle. (Roy, 2005 : 37-38)
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[Abstract : Weaving is an inseparable part of the life of ethnic community of
Bangladesh. Though it was invented due to the need of the community, still it
got involved with rites and beliefs time to time and became an artistic
terminology. Weaving is tied up with the beliefs, taboos, religious norms and
ethnic culture. Ethnic weaving culture includes cloth weaving and home
supplies made of bamboo and cane. People of ethnic communities collect the
ingredients from nature, color and decorate them carefully according to their
need and taste. Weaving expresses the communal identity of the ethnic group
and also the internal cultural identity of the artist. Weaving and related artists
are significantly mentioned in the literature, music, drama, proverbs etc of their
community. Weaving culture of each ethnic groups differ from one another as
they formed according to the social-economical-religious-geological aspects of
their people. Due to socio-economic reasons the weaving culture of the ethnic
people of Chittagong is declining. It is becoming tough to compete with the
cheap and flashy clothes in the market. Weaving culture is under threat due to
this circumstance.

In this article, the reasons for the decline of ethnic weaving are explored
in the context of discussing the socio-religious cultural significance of weaving
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.]



