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[Abstract: The liberation war as well as the independence-movement of
Bangladesh can be considered both as a political and cultural revolt against the
neocolonial regime of then West Pakistan. The liberation war was undoubtedly
the pivotal image of nationalistic sentiment of the Bengali speaking people of
our country. The war that continued for seven months, led to the emergence of
Bangladesh as an independent and despotic nation by its end. But in the
background of this independence there was a long period when people of then
East Pakistan indulged in a secular Bengali nationalistic apprehension. This
period can be considered as the preparedness of the independence movement of
Bengalis which debuted by the movement for language in the year of 1952.
The martyrs of 21t February, 1952, most of whom were students and youths,
seeded the aspiration of independence among the people in that socio-political
trajectory of this land; the consequence of which flourished the collective
stream of language-culture and politics and that led to the war as well as
confrontation regarding to our independence. By the period of 1952 to 1971,
among the people from various classes and occupations, there were also the
artists and painters who played unprecedented roles in the liberation war whose
contribution was not mentioned remarkably. In fact, the pivotal force for the
liberation war of Bangladesh was Bengalis’ cultural apprehension and the
profound outcome of which is the independence of a sovereign nation. The
painters of Bangladesh here played a vital role for the upheaval of our
nationalistic approach. They have energized the spirit of political movement of
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1952, 1969 and 1971 by their dedicated creative endeavors. The painters have
not only manifested diverse creative aptitudes by their artworks, but also many
of them being engaged to the processions and rallies have enforced the power
of the liberation war and the aspiration for independence. Painter Quamrul
Hassan, Biren Shome, Pranesh Mandal, Murtaja Baseer, Shahabuddin Ahmed
and some other painters have enriched Bengalis’ rebellious apprehension by
painting posters, banners, murals and wall-writings during that time. In this
article I have been inclined to articulate the diverse contribution of the painters
in the liberation war and independence-movement of Bangladesh. In this
article, as per my observation, two exigent findings would be revealed- firstly,
how the painters of Bangladesh (then East Pakistan) played significant role in
constructing the nationalistic apprehension, and secondly, how they have
become the pioneers of making the cultural consents being engaged directly to
the liberation war of our country.]



