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(Ghatak, 1987: 72).
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%@ @36 Ifei (Top 10 Films of Bangladesh) &7y feeT | @tva @ foet fmaet | srwair,
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1. Titash Ekti Nadir Naam Ritwik Ghatak 1973
2. Chitra Nodir Pare Tanvir Mokammel 1999
3. Nodir Naam Madhumati Tanvir Mokkamel 1994
4. Shimana Perye Alamgir Kabir 1977
5. Beder Meye Josna Tojammel H Bokul 1989
6. Surja Dighal Bari Shaik Niamat Ali & Masihuudin Shaker 1979
7. Dhire Bohe Meghna Alamgir Kabir 1973
8. Rupali Shaikate Alamgir Kabir 1979
9. Srabon Megher Din Humayn Ahmed 1999
10. Sat Bhai Chompa Dilip Shom 1968
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Naturally a nostalgic yearning for East Bengal drove me to Titas and to make a
film on it. The period delineated in the novel Titas dates back to a past that

lived some fifty years back. | knew the time. So Titas has become a tribute to
the days that | left behind (Rajadhyaksha and Gangar, 1970 : 98).
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A Dictionary of Literary and Thematic Terms JCg =11 RCACR:

In its original sense, the term [Epic] refers to a long narrative poem that focuses
on a heroic figure or group, and on events that form the cultural history of a
nation or tribe. The epic hero undergoes a series of adventures that test his
valor, intellect, and character (Quinn, 2006: 140).
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| followed the story of Adwaita Babu to some extent. The film appears to be
very delightful. Adwaita babu has done the natural. He ends it in ruins;
everything is shattered down. My hint at the end is at the new order, the new
life that is struggling to be born (cited in Rajadhyaksha and Gangar, 1970: 100).
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[T]his term is apposite and helpful, because it tells us that so far as the
collective unconscious contents are concerned we are dealing with archaic or - |
would say - primordial types, that is, with universal images that have existed
since the remotest times (Jung, 1996: 4-5).
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[Abstract: In Ritwik Kumar Ghatak’s film Titash Ekti Nadir Naam (A River
Called Titas, 1973), we witness the epic construction of the reality of the lives
of Malo, the fishing community living near the banks of the river, Titas. Even
after almost fifty years of its production period, the film is still capable of
creating an eternal appeal of classical cinema in the mind of the audience -
across and beyond the country. An epic usually has a heroic character at its
centre. However, Titash Ekti Nadir Naam does not contain any famous
characters based on mythology or history. Here, both the disintegration and
creation of the collective life of the lower class Malos has progressed parallel to
the flow of the river, Titas. The pleasures and pains of the Malos; their
festivals, rituals, birth and death, struggle for survival, unity, disruption in
unity, defeat, the beginning of a new life again in the midst of decay - various
issues like these have been captured in this film. All these themes based on a
subaltern and folk-based lives of Malos have been immortalized as the elements
of an epic in the film Titash Ekti Nadir Naam thanks to Ritwik’s cinematic
originality. This originality emerged from the traditional Bengali cultural
consciousness. The main purpose of this paper is to explore the epic
construction of this film. At the same time, this article scrutinizes how the lives
of the lower class Malos achieve the epic glory in this film by denying the
conventional definition and concept of the epic. Overall, this essay attempts to
explore and understand the identical features and trends of epic film devised
both in the subject matters and production techniques of Titash Ekti Nadir
Naam.]



