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Land Based Politics, Factions, Dispute and Dominance in Rural
Society: A Study
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Abstract: Land-centric factionalism is a very common issue in rural society. Competition
regarding limited resource exists all over the world. This is not a new phenomenon about
factionalism or politics on limited resources. The politics of the peasant society existed in the past
and continuing till date its forms are changing in some contexts. At present, the society is becoming
more complicated in the mixture of rural politics and the national politics. Society divides gradually
and is being transformed into a complex society with an image of factional politics. Erick Jansen
(1987) argued that rural politics factions would grow more and more over time. Competition will
increase depending on the land. The truth can be seen in the researched village. The families are
embroiled in a land dispute. Now the number and pattern of this conflict have increased a lot. Land-
centered family ties and social relations have changed towards downward mobility at the present
time. Earlier, there was a close-knit family which is a rural tradition. While sectarian conflicts have
been seen more in past, they are now more prevalent in relation to distribution. Family ties and
social relations have deteriorated a lot in the present time due to land ownership and control. The
factions of the peasant society existed before but their dimensions and types were different. In the
past, small farmers usually clashed with rich farmers. The rich farmers were very powerful in the
past but gradually, they lost their monopolized power and authority. This paper covers the main
theme of a research monograph based on fieldwork. The research work was conducted in
Mostomapur village of Tangail district following fieldwork as data collection process. The main
objective of the research to find out the factional politics in the rural areas regarding land
ownership.
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