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Abstract: Forest and the Biodiversity of forests play a significant role for humans and the natural
environment. An exploratory survey has been conducted on Sitakunda Ecopark adjacent to the
Botanical Gardens in Chittagong District and Dulhazara Safari Park in Cox's Bazar District to explore
the impact of ecotourism on forest and biodiversity conservation. Primary and secondary data were
collected for achieving the objectives of this research. To assess the impact of ecotourism on forest
and biodiversity conservation, a total of 80 sample plots of 100 square meters (10 m x 10 m) size
have been taken in protected and adjacent unprotected areas. All the plots cover the total management
areas of Sitakunda Ecopark and Dulhazara Safari Park.

In Dulhazara Safari Park yields 2126.5 per hectare in protected areas and 1197.86 per hectare in
unprotected areas, as well as, the presents of trees are at 663 per hectare in protected areas and 570
per hectare in unprotected areas. In Sitakunda Ecopark, the yields in protected areas is 2026.3 per
hectare and in unprotected areas 1297.26 per hectare, the presents of trees is in protected areas at 673
per hectare and in unprotected areas is at 530 per hectare. The relative density of plant species in the
protected area of Dulhazara Safari Park is 80.71 percent, and the relative density in the unprotected
site is 54.04 percent. Similarly, in Sitakunda Ecopark, the relative density of plant species in the
protected area is 59.92% and in the unprotected area, it is 52.08%.

The results of this study revealed that the number of species in protected areas; species composition,
increasing species reserves, natural regeneration, and plant species diversity were higher in protected
areas than in unprotected areas. It also indicated the positive impact of ecotourism on forest and
biodiversity conservation. Considering all these findings and correlations of studied components, it
is observed that increasing ecotourism and good management is very important in conserving forests
and biodiversity.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Ecopark, Safari Parks, Biodiversity Conservation, Protected and
Unprotected Area.
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