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success than in Dacca” JMCTT TIF ¢ JRWm fFedl Fwem et
(great excellence) T TTerd I ©IF TSIPGT WG = AT Ty (53
358) |

@ ewfite W ST e R Sited TS | SRRE FeT
At (Wi Fiee T T 2>l @bfere fotetl G WDy ST B
Aivee SRR @ e FCe AR |

q JE G P foqem Fel FABCE AN 2AeAT I G O
R | ST oo - T TR, FREY FHPE GR AT FADA |
G IR G2 ARRIET FO! T | G T AGIcod T @ Fle et @
SIWd w11 [ife 3¢

Filigree (tarjali in Bangla) is an ornamental openwork made with
twisted threads usually of gold or silver and widely used for jewellery since
antiquity. The art consists in curling, twisting and plaiting fine, pliable
threads of metal and uniting them at their points of contact with each other
and with the groundwork by means of gold or silver solder and borax. The
more delicate work is generally protected by a framework of heavier wire,
brooches, crosses, earrings and other personal ornaments of modern filigree
and generally surrounded and subdivided by bands of square or flat metal

(Encyclopedia Britannica, 1968). Filigree is used as a decorative treatment
for jewellery or other fine metal work. It was made in ancient Egypt, China
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and India. From the 6" to the 3™ century B.C. the Greeks practiced the art
(The Columbia Encyclopedia, 1993).

Once Dhaka was famous for its filigree work. However, no detailed
study or survey has been conducted on this graceful work. Dhaka was
known as a prosperous city in the seventeenth century. With the flow of
gold and silver, craftsmanship of filigree work also emerged under
patronage of the Mughals. This is said to have disappeared shortly after the
arrival of the English, owing most probably to its heavy price (The Journal
of Indian Art, Oct., 1986). However, the silver filigree-work got its way
again in the nineteenth century. The zamindars were the patrons of this
filigree work. The work is still practiced in a few areas of Dhaka and
Comilla. However, it lacks the fineness of the original work.

With the creation of the Department of Ethnography and Decorative
Art in 1972 the Bangladesh National Museum started collecting the filigree
work. It had, however, some good collections from the Baldah Museum.
Today the National Museum has the largest collection of Dhaka filigree
work.>®
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99 A0, Bangladesh has been the home of this unique craft over the

centuries. Hidden away in the bylanes of Dacca’s old city a hundred or so
artisan families are the remnants of the most talented conch-shell carvers of
the subcontinent. Work rooms integrated closely to their living
accommodation, these craftsmen cut, shape and embellish milkwhite sea

shells into elegant bangles, rings, hair clips and broaches.*”
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