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Abstract: 
governance of climate change issues is crucial for the recently graduated lower-middle income 
country for her development juncture. Community based Organizations (CBOs) is assumed as an 

and accelerate innovative solution from the root. Climate change governance is understood as a 
process of multitier governance where the role of the CBOs is important along with other stake 
holders. This paper seeks the role of CBOs in climate change governance in Bangladesh both from 
policy and institutions level. It is noticed that CBOs in Bangladesh get less importance in mainstream 

Organizations working on climate vulnerabilities and adaptation are either NGO facilitated or NGO 

by disbursing climate funds through the Palli Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF). Corruption is 
one of the challenges of these funding because of prevailing administrative and political culture. 

contribute in climate change governance.
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Introduction

Often referred to as ground zero

Poster Child of Vulnerability

change in future. Community based Organizations (CBOs) are regarded as important 

of 
 

* 
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CBOs involvement in climate governance is important in perspective of Bangladesh. The 

advancement and loopholes of the climate governance of the country to assess the 

tries to diagnosis the policy and actions taken by the country to face the projected climate 

for the purpose.

Conceptual Discussion: Climate change Governance and CBOs role

Increased Public and political interest in climate change have been noticed in recent years. 

way of governing procedure from centralized government system to more participatory 

the management of climate issues within a participatory mechanism where both global 
and local actors’ role are guaranteed. It is descried as a wide variety of coordinating 
methods contributing to the adaptation and mitigation of climate change (Knieling & 

includes a wide range of steering mechanisms ranging from informal cooperation between 

being characterized by the transition from government to governance where government 

suggested to emphasize to non-state actors due to the limited capacity of government 

climate change governance depends on collaboration between governments and other non-



process focuses on local institution and community participation. It includes decentralized 
adaptive governance for local initiatives to foster networks to enhance collective actions. 

In Fighting climate change Collaborative institutional arrangements are important that 

from community with the goal to preserve common interests. Chechetto-Salles and Geyer 

approaches: increase community acceptance and implementation of planning objectives; 
add to the Climate Adaptive Planning knowledge base by including local knowledge; 
provide experience for community residents and groups with long-range planning, and; 
increase the democratic legitimacy of the planning objectives

initiatives as social bariers to involve community in climate change process. (Bulkeley & 

adaptation planning process may help address the social justice dimension of the impacts of 

districts of Nepal shows that CBOs play important role in reducing the negative impacts 

perspectives. 
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CBOs in the policy initiatives of Climate governance in Bangladesh

Bangladesh is one of the environment vulnerable countries in the world. The country has 
a good advancement in regulating laws and intuitional arrangement over the years for 
environmental perspectives. The Fifteen amendment  of the constitution includes a major 
step in this regard where environment protection become a state responsibility: “The State 
shall endeavor to protect and improve the environment and to preserve and safeguard the 
natural resources, bio-diversity, wetlands, forests and wild life for the present and future 
citizens.” 
to environmental governance discourse as a recent phenomenon for the intensity of the 

change as a major part of focus of the policy. It highlights the future policy guidelines 

all development planning at adaptation and implementation level should include climate 

the umbrella national policy can be major instrument to enforce governance guideline 
in the coming days for climate change governance and other related environmental 

and it is also evident that the national policy gain little focus in government apparatus and 
mainstreaming of the national policy was not observed at all. 

It is witnessed that Bangladesh is responsive to most of climate related issues at policy 
level. The country is the signatory of most international climate change protocols and has 
undertaken some important policy steps and initiatives to cope with projected adverse 

the plan propose Community based organizations as Secondary implementing agencies 



attention from top body of policy design while implementation of government projects. 

government success and it is a timely response to the climate change issues following the 
Bali Road Map and other international climate commitment of government. It is designed 

disaster management programs and gave high priority to support people and community 

the CBOs role is not clearly illustrated. The government has created two funds to face 

million. The BCCRF entitled the Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) as responsible 

climate-resilience funding to NGOs for community-driven adaptation to climate change. 

centric model to engage community to climate change projects that is obviously top down 

policies to engage CBOs from the bottom is thin. Though the country has successfully 

CBOs in Climate change Governance in Bangladesh

Community based Organizations (CBOs) are regarded as important element of climate 
governance on the lowest tier and sought to be active in climate related matters to achieve 

observing bodies where role of CBO is supposed to be apparent but reality tells otherwise. 
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Parishad (UP) chairman who is given the authority to nominate most of the members. It 

the option is open to nominate member in case of unavailability of member from such 

number of the meetings held during disaster period is less than what is prescribed by the 

on the Role of community based local institutions for climate change adaptation in the 

research found that the community involvement has adaptive positive outcomes in terms 
Rangpur Dinajpur 

Rural Services

Bangladesh is seen as NGO initiative. Bangladesh government took an NGO centric 
policy for adaptive governance of climate change and community involvement in the 
process. It obvious for that most notable CBOs working for climate vulnerabilities are 

in the southwest region and women producers in the northwest region are supported 
CARE, Bangladesh

Caritas Bangladesh Sushilon
for cleaning ponds in southwestern Bangladesh for  sources of drinking water for the local 

Action Aid Bangladesh
multi-hazard resilient houses to make them self-protective from climatic hazards in the 

story of a community organization of a charland village  in Mighty Padma river called 



felt the need of community response to face the problem. UK funded local NGO Faridpur 

is recognized in a top policy of the nation and CBOs are seen as a joint action between 
NGOs and people.  

The Community initiatives that did not emerged from Government or NGO formulas 

social workers and entrepreneurs in Satkhira to address the recurrent occurrence of natural 
disasters and poor socio-economic conditions of the area. It turned to more organized 

NGO to go for foreign funds. Bangladesh can be depicted as a land of NGOs as lots of 

rise of NGOs in Bangladesh happened at the cost of the decline of state responsibilities. 
NGOs in Bangladesh are depicted as Shadow State that substitute the tasks of public 

state responsibilities by the NGOs caused citizens to depend on NGOs and intermediate 

legitimacy by the rise of NGOs that NGOs role in Bangladesh is understand as a role of 
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development partners. In a centralized system of government with partnership of NGOs 

organizations have fragile organization capabilities due to its nature. 

CBO’s engagement, Corruption and Governance Challenges in Bangladesh 

The country has adopted new policies and fund for the upcoming challenges of climate 

change governance is facing some challenges in terms of procedures and objectives. 

society. Corruption is recognized as one of the good governance barriers for adaptive 

that the climate fund project faced huge corruption and irregularities and did not achieve 

study in the southwest coastal area of Bangladesh investigates the impacts of bribery 

funded project are designed to implement thorough NGOs sanctions and CBOs did not 



Conclusion

framework of climate governance of the country in regard with CBOs role in the process. 

that most Community Organizations working on climate vulnerabilities and adaptation are 

and prevailing socio-political culture drives against the meaningful involvement of 

argues that CBOs has little prospect to engage in governance process of climate change 

engaging CBOs to facilitate community participation is suggested through creating space 
in the framework of climate policies and institutions.
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