
Democracy and Corona (Covid-19): Discussion on Current Trends

Dr. Al Masud Hasanuzzaman*

Abstract: In several newly independent states the practice of liberal democracy met with numerous 
quandaries causing its complete decay. However, following the end of cold war democratic 

be congruent. Subsequently, discrepancy stemmed between procedural and functional facets of 
democracy generating divergent types of autocratization and constraining democratic space amid 
absence of accountability in a number of countries. Within this setting at the end of 2019 took place 

roles in the political order. The present article poses an overview of such issues triggered by the 
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Introduction

The world witnessed the ascendancy of western type of liberal democracy and subsequently 
its imitation in the newly independent states after the second world war. However, the 
practice of democracy in many cases, met with numerous predicaments resulting into 
its overall erosion. After the end of the cold war, democratic revivalism took place in 

democracy became compatible. In this new context, the inevitability of democracy was 

and limiting democratic space amid absence of responsibility in several states. Such trend 
was observed even in the western developed countries where a negative attitude had been 
visible among the people on the performance of their central political leaders and state of 

of democracy the negative trends create an unprecedented predicament all over the world. 

democratic institutions, and disillusioned about the capacity of democratic politics to 

or corona pandemic that gradually engulfed the whole earth rendering its multidimensional 
devastating consequences.These include the crises in health, economy, society, politics, 
education, mobility, religious practices, psychology, familial relations, behavioral patterns,
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ways and governance as well. The structures and building blocks associated with democratic 

In the meantime, scholars and pundits, the world over are making intensive discussion, 
and evaluation regarding the multifarious consequences of the pandemic. The present 

processes caused by the pandemic. 

and decay have already taken place. As such there is an apprehension that corona pandemic 
may turn into apandemic of democracy itself.The predicaments caused by corona may be 
short as well as long term leaving its devastating outcomes.

While assessing the global state of democracy in 2020 (Working paper, University 

downward tendency in practicing of democracy. The Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance (IDEA) says democracy is ill and its promise needs revival. Similarly the 
Variety of Democracy (VDEM), Center for Future of Democracy, Pew Research Center, 

of democratic institutions, commitments to democratic ideals erode and democracy and 
pluralism are under assault.

already existing crises of democracy. As such the previous trend of authoritarian practices, 
lack of proper oversight of the executive, intolerance, political polarization, problem of 
penetration, low political trust, minimal respect for the democratic values, and the like 

social trust and created long term social disruption. Those pandemics also led to erosion 

does not project global concerted action to deal with the crisis. Instead there has been rise 

are discussed with illustrations.

Extension of executive authority

With the spread of the pandemic in most of the countries there is a great expansion of 
executive authoritarian practices. Such trend is against keeping democratic institutional 
balance. The decisions the executive made in most cases include total or partial lockdown, 



of emergency in the context of deteriorating scenario. Needless to mention that during 
emergency executive powers expand and leading to loss of human rights. Until now 
emergency has been declared in more than 50 countries and the illiberal rulers have 
extended their authoritative powers. As for example the prime minister of Hungary Victor 
Orban has imposed his authoritarian rule all over the country through promulgation of a 
decree. The Pilipino parliament has given unlimited powers to President Rodrigo Duterte. 
The government of Cambodia exercises emergency powers in a similar manner and Russian 

Decline of Democratic rights

Constitutions of all democratic countries uphold human rights. Corona has intervened such 
sphere and limits the right of freedom, right to speech, right to assemble, right to protest, 
right to work. Education, health, leisure etc. Concerned institutions and oversight agencies 
also are not seen active. The parliamentary structures, judicial bodies, NGOs, and civil 
society organizations’ activities remain mostly unnoticed to demand responsibility of the 
governmental performances.

Constitutional government 

The essence of constitutional government is controlled government. Democracy never 
thrusts absolute power to any state authority that leads to principles of separation of powers, 

as parliamentary systems the legislative committees perform important oversight functions 
including ensuring transparency, accountability, and participatory process. War and grave 

no exception. As such the parliamentary sessions aremade short. In Australia, Austria, and 

considering the issues of proxy and remote voting.

Third wave of autocratization

Autocratic trends stem from the authoritarian practices of the elected governments as the 

Turkey are under such inclinations leaving limited democratic space for the stakeholders. A 

Sen remarked that even in Indian democratic process there are hesitations to express views 
and unobstructed opinions.

Recently there are debates whether democratic governance or autocratic system perform 
better in addressing the problems created by the pandemic. One view maintains that in 



those societies where exists the culture of obedience, common endorsement for stringent 
measures including strict lockdown or curfew is more likely. As such in China it has been 
easier for the central leadership to implement rigorous measures through collectivist culture 
despite absence of transparency.  Gorodnichenko and Roland (2015) earlier mentioned 
that collectivism underscores group allegiance, compliance and subservience towards 
superior that makes collective action simpler. On the other hand, in individualistic societies 
individual interests predominate over collective welfare. 

Political participation 

regional, and local polls. The Election Commission of India postponed the Rajya Sabha 

local government elections, respectively. In 12 states in the USA the primary elections and 
in the UK local polls were postponed. Such absence of democratic elections leads to crisis 

Governance

Democracy and governance are closely intertwined and go simultaneously. The major 
pillars of governance namely, accountability, transparency, predictability, regulatory 

Political Process

Political process in democratic countries is visible through partycracy involving both 
ruling and opposition parties. During corona pandemic the political activism of most 
political parties and their organizational actions are constrained.Usual public meetings, 
party conventions and the like are not seen as before. In Zambia opposition demonstration 

suppressed and the independence of the media is compromised. Israeli prime minister 
endeavored to control the Knesset by quelling the opposition. In Venezuela, the opposition 
are under harassment by authoritarian directives.

Bureaucratization



Iran, Peru, South Africa, and Israel military steps are taken. In Pakistan, the top concerned 
positions are controlled by the military leaders keeping the prime minister Imran Khan in 

agencies have done excesses on the public to strictly enforce the directives. In South 
Korea and Israel, smart phone location data are imposed. The government of Egypt forced 
one journalist to leave the country. Authorities of Thailand and Jordan have obtained the 
power to suspend the freedom from suppression. There are also instances of social media 
monitoring in some countries.

Socio-political cohesion

infected by the virus. The pandemic has created distance between the rich and poor, rural 
and urban places, citizens and migrants and above all social cohesion. Social distancing 
damaged social solidarity and created political polarization among the competitive forces 

behavior and denunciation.

Role of Extremists

Some Positive Trends

state actors have been observed. Such welfare programs are accomplished by means of 

These endeavors contribute to create social capital and benevolence. 

Conclusion

As mentioned earlier democracy is declining but fact remains that only a democratic system 

remarks that what is important is political will and the existence of a responsible authority 
to properly implement the decisions taken in a democratic manner. Also important is 
information openness, transparent crisis management and public overseeing. Democracy 



and good governance demand adaptability, innovative approach, awareness, and pragmatism 
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