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Abstract: ‘Village’ and ‘rural society’ is perceived as an important field as
well as methodological issue of anthropology. From the era of 1950s to
present, many researchers conceptualize Village and rural Society in
different ways. Though the economic and social condition of village bring
change the conceptualization of rural Society. Rescarchers’ are trying to
define the society by involving the social structure, stratification, caste
system, and economic condition, level of society. Since the Urban
Anthropologist shows the eagerness in urban research in the decade of 1980,
it is observe that intent to differentiate of rural and urban became important.
In this context, “Village’ is perceived by as ‘agricultural unit’ and Urban is
as ‘industrial unit’. In the definition of village, the character of family was
identified by the symbol of joint family. Moreover, socio-political structure,
land ownership, tradition of caste and economic system perceive as an
informal system. On the other hand, urban society is symbolized as an
industrial society which family characteristic is nuclear family. Social,
political and economic system of urban society is interrelated to the national
structured institutions. Leveling of village and rural Society is intended to
consider land ownership is vital component. In regards to the social
stratification of village, land ownership is considered as a key component.
Moreover, in the context of analyzing the socio-economic context of rural
society in Bangladesh, land ownership has been perceived as an important
indicator in the social research. Considering these components when I
started my research work I have been observed that, though the land
ownership is an important factor the rural people experiencing through the
different kinds of social transformation system in the recent decades. If the
involve these transformation in the definition of Village Society, it also
change the definition that are given by previous researchers in the both cases
of urban and rural society. In this context I argue, it is difficult to understand
the village and urban area by this dichotomous socio-economic relationship
of *Village means agriculture’ and ‘Urban means industry’. It is not
sufficient to define the Village by some factors such as land based social
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stratification system, structure of joint family, informal political system. The
context of Village and its society has been changing by the innovation of
modern agriculture based technology, new relationship between market and
agriculture, increasing migration to the city, newly adopted electoral system
of Union Parishad under the influence of national politics, activities of
NGOs, establishment of agriculture based industry and etc. This article tries
to understand the background of social transformation of village in
Bangladesh.
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