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Abstract: Taking clue from Foucault’s understanding of knowledge/power and
his larger concept of governmentality, the paper thinks through the recent rise
of ethnic politics in the name of adivasi in Bangladesh. It highlights
anthropology’s complicity in colonial discourses and shows how this discourse
holds true to many in postcolonial era in Bangladesh. It shows the relevance of
this discourse in the wake of transnational governmentality of indigeneity, a
phrase used by some other authors to address similar situations in India, and
elsewhere. Adopting a reflexive approach, the paper delineates the theoretical
journey that the author has had during his experience of completing a doctoral
research on Indigeneity, and identifies some challenges of methodology.
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We have read in Aistory that the Kol, Bhil and the Santals are the original
inhabitants of Bangladesh. They have a distinct language and a different
ritual culture. We are a part of the majority people. We have traditionally
lived here. We have a deep love for the country, the soil and the people.
We are always fighting with Nature for survival. Simplicity and honesty
are our national characteristics.'’
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TTEE 4% QUred Sfviarl &g widt Faferme S T e aaw:

adivasis did not have land .[the number of adivasis in the region who lost
land] ... [disruption] ... What I said [about history] is available in the
school texts ... it is there I was told (probably by the key organizers) to
talk about how land was taken from the adivasis ... so I talked about the
Kols, Bhils and Santals ... I threw in some history in that speech and
also said something I knew ... I disagreed with the District
Commissioner on that occasion (who of course had spoken earlier as the
representative of the government) who said that prajashatta ain [a land
law promulgated to safeguard the rights of tenants] had secured the land
rights of the adivasi people ... From 1948 it was done by the Pakistani
government and was implemented in 1954 ... but through the legal
loopholes, land had by then already been lost in East Pakistan ...
whatever was left from the British record ... 5% of the in primary school
textbooks ... the Kol, Bhil and Santals are referred to as the ancient
inhabitants ... Mehrab Ali [a local historian who wrote extensively on
this region and its people) also talked about these issues in his book
Dinajpurer Adivasi (The adivasis of Dinajpur) ... It is a good book. ...
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These issues are clearly discussed. ... There was not much [academic
literature] before ... Then there were some old people; there was a man
called Hindu Tudu, a very old man, he used to know a lot. He had this
intention to make a cassette [recording his own historical knowledge]
but that could not be done .. Santals know about Kisku Rashtra
[kingdom] ... We were all isolated, we still are now, we the Bhyuiyas
... Santals call us Bhuiya but we call ourselves Hindus, Khatriyas ... It
is because they don’t know the history and this is deemed low. ... Our
people will also tell you that we are Hindus."!
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FAabe e St oieet 1> foff qeei=e, we all know they [the

Aryans] are the outsiders and the rest, whoever was here, are the adivasis
[indigenous] ... This was the struggle.
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rather than assuming that discourses forces us to behave in certan way

(FEP q9) @R CR FE6! SO (R @R FAGM GoE G
eIl Yre “ANew T |

EH

R e rerS T STEE ST e TR @B A0 TS AT | b Lremies e
BafraRe o G wa sk o @R ol rerEfen ot Twen Sefrafe
vt 2T (el @S A |



Teifeira, weifieTer ¢ elfetars: ceifirs Qe

ol

AP, AT € WG T (R058) WHAT Svgey wmwe ! AeEE 9w ok a9
TR | BIFT: FRLAW

e, AT (K005 )707RI7 , TEH-157q7 @R /6T TIAASG | (FETHTS!: AEST THA

Bates, Crispin. (1995). Race, Caste and Tribe in Central India: the early origins of
Indian anthropometry. Edinburgh Papers in South Asian Studies, 3.

Beteille, Andre. (1986). The concept of tribe with special reference to India. Arch,
europ. social., 27, 297-31.

Beteille, Andre. (1998). The Idea of Indigenous People. Current Anthropology, 39
(2), 187-191.

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (1997). Colnial Indology: Sociopolitics of the Ancient Indian
Past. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd.

Cooke, Bill and Uma Kothari (2001). Partcipation: The New Tyranny? London and
New York: Zed Books

De Maaker, Erik. (2013). Performing the Garo Nation? Garo Wangala Dancing
between Faith and Folklore. 4sian Ethnology Volume 72, Number 2 * 2013,
221-239

Foucault, Michel. (1980). Power/ Knowledge. Gordon, Colin. ed. New York:
Pantheon Books.

Ghosh, Kaushik. (2006). Between Global Flows and Local Dams: Indigenousness,
Locality, and the Transnational Sphere in Jharkhand, India. Cultural
Anthropology, 21 (4), 501-534.

Karlsson, Bengt G. (2003). Anthropology and the ‘Indigenous Slot’: Claims to and
Debates about Indigenous Peoples’ Status in India. Critique of Anthropology.
Vol 23(4) 403-423

Mills, S. (2007). Discourse. London and New York: Routledge

Pels, Peter. (2000).The Rise and Fall of the Indian Aborigines: Orientalism,
Anglicism, and the Emergence of an Ethnology of India, 1833-1869. In: Peter
Pels and Oscar Salemink (Eds.). Colonial Subjects; Essays on the Practical
History of Anthropology. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, pp.
82-116.

Stiles, Kendall W. (2002). Civil Society by Design: Donors, NGOs, and the
Intermestic Development Circle in Bangladesh. Praeger: London.

Sumon, Mahmudul H. (2014). “We are simple people™: Ethnicity, identity politics
and agency of adivasi people in Bangladesh. Unpublished Ph D dissertation.
University of Kent, UK.

o



