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Abstract: Literature on Bangladesh child marriage is mostly associated with
dominant development discourse that identifies the Practice as a social malice,
and focuses primarily on its causes and consequences. Attention also is given
to its medical, educational, legal and human tight dimensions. Within the
discourse certain assumptions are taken as givens. Litle has been published
that attempt to analyze the discourse critically. This article is an attempt to
critically engage with dominant narratives as regards child marriage especially
by taking the perspectives of the child grooms and their social agency into
account. By highlighting how legacy of colonial constructions still continue to
shape developmentalist understanding about marriage and other social
institutions in Bangladesh, and by drawing on work of critical theorists, here
we take an effort to deconstruct the popular ways in which child marriage is
viewed. By ethnographically examining social relations and considerations that
inform eatly marriage decisions of boy grooms in particular, wehighlight the
limitaions of ‘tight’ based perspective that underpin most of the contemporary
development thinking and practice. We contemplate here to show that a
person may exercise his/ her agency in ways that are not uniform and
contingent to social relations and cultural ethos.
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