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Abstract: This paper argues that though ‘old age’ is a biological
reality it is constructed too. Thus, the concept of ‘old age’ needs to
be interpreted as discourse which is constructed by the socio-
cultural context of an individual. In this article the concept of ‘old
age’ has been reviewed from historical and anthropological
perspective. Here it is seen that different international organizations
conceptualize ‘old age” and ‘old people’ through only the idea of
biological age and the characteristics of old people are pottrayed by
‘infirmity’, ‘dependency’, ‘decline’ etc. In Bangladesh different
policies have different age limits to identify ‘old age” and much of it
describes old people as similar to ‘infirm’ which I found very much
problematic because if ‘old age” is seen only as a chronological age
then other issues related with old age will disappear. This paper
highlights on how individual expetiences ‘old age’ in different
context whete place, time, position in a family is very important.
Then an argument has been developed that ‘old age’ should not be
scen only as the last stage of a life course rather it needs to be
explored from different expetiences of individuals in different
contexts.
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