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Abstract: Every state has its own formal laws following which
properties are supposed to be distributed among the heits, However, in
practice, established laws are not the only determinent of inheritance
system in a society. Along with state enacted laws, there are different
traditions, customs, beliefs, rules and regulations that play key roles in
giving shape to practices relating to property distribution. Such
coexistence of diverse laws and customs means that a person has to go
through complex expetiences while a decision of property distribution
is made. In fact, the conception of property itself is contingent to social
and cultural realities. Drawing on empirical data, this write-up shows
how power struggle over the question of inheritance is informed by
diverse factors. Relational dynamics within the households, relative
effectiveness of techniques and strategies employed by stakeholders,
traditional norms, plays of tricks, and others are among such factors,
However, the institution of patriarchy is perhaps the most powerful
among the determinants of inheritaence of property among Bengali
Muslims. Muslime women in Bangladesh seck to employ various
strategies to make sure they ger access to the propetty on which they
are entitlement; However, in most of the cases they give up to the
politics that derives from the patriarchal settings.
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