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One may say that the Bodos, who spread over the whole of the
Brahmaputra valley and North Bengal as well as East Bengal, forming a
salid bloc in North-castern India, were the most important Indo-
Mongoloid people in Eastern India and they form one of the main bases
of the present-day population of these tracts. ...south of the Garo hills
they spread in northern Mymensing, where the semi-Benglised Hajong
tribe 1s of Bodo origin. From nowgong district in Assam there area of
occupation extented to Cachar district and into sylhet, and from cachar
and Sylhet they moved further to the south, to T tipura state ..and from
Tripura they spread into comilla and possibly also Noakhali district: and
thus they occupied the mouths of the Ganges by estern sea. With the
exception of the isolated khasi and jainta Hills, the Whole of Assam and

North and East Bengal were the country of the great Bodo people.
(Chattetji 1974: 45-46)
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It is equaliy likely that they were a congeries of diverse Tibeto-Burman
speakers inthe Khasi and Jaintia Hills and in the plains of Sylhet, setting
among original Austric-speakers, whose language the Tibeto-Burman
setters in this area found convenient to adopt when their own tribal
dialects were to numerous and too diverse. Probably this linguistic
changeover occurred before the coming of the waves of Bodo
expansion. Their lingustic uinqueness they have preserved among the
surrounding Tibeto-Burmans (Bodos) and Aryan-speakers (Bengali and
Assamese). (Chatterji 1974: 45-46)
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