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Percent of houscholds belonging to different tribes in Chittagong
H.T., 1981,

Tribes Total
100.00
Chakma 48.12
Marma . 27.78
Tripura 12.31
Tarchangya 4.01
Mro 4.03
Ushai 0.91
Lushai 0.24
Bawm 1.30
Pankhua 0.52
Chak 0.02
Khiang 0.32
Khumi 0.27

Source: Banlgadesh Bureau of Statistics, Bangladesh Population
Census 1981, Dhaka, August 1984, Table 23, P. 138.

V.R. Raghavaiah observed that "It may not be correct to suppose
that the tribal revolts were unconnected with the general popular
discontent resultaing from the ruthless exploitation engineered by
the British East India Company's unscrupulous and commercial

administration ... (T) rouble was undoubtendly brewing virtually
in every part of the country among almost every section of the
people ... The revolts of the tribal people were not isolated, on the
other hand, shared many features in common with the revolts of
nontribal, agrarian and small trading communities." (V.R.

Raghavaiah, "Background of Tribal Struggles in India" in A.R.
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Desai (Ed), Peasant Struggles in India, Oxford University Press,
Bombay, 1982, PP. 17-18)

"One of the main reasons why tribal people in this sub-continent
feel disunited, isolated, and thwarted, is the gradual and steady
temptation to which they succumbed in the past one hundred years,
by allowing themselves to be easily converted by powerful
religious. Missions, foreign as well as indigenous, not because
they really believed that their pattern of faith was inferior to that of
others, but because through conversion they fondly hoped to
secure economic betterment, freedom from exploitation and relief
from the sowear's or Mahajan's (money lender) hrassment. The
carlier Christian missionaries who felt that the tribal areas served as
fertile fields for their proselytizing, operations, worked in close
cooperation with the administrations, that the impression was
inevitably created that redress from wrongs could be secured
quicker and more efl fectively from the Government through the
intervention and influence of these intermediaries.” (Ibid., PP. 15-
16).

See Amnesty International, Unlawful killings and Torture in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, London, 1986, P.4.

Government of Bangladesh. The Constitution of the Peoples’
Republic of Bangladesh, Dhaka, 1979, P.14,

Hunter observed that, "The strong conservative feeling of the
Chakma people has operated cffectually against allowing the
headmanship to pass into the hands of the Bengalis. Although the
so-called taluk might be bought and sold, the people refused to
give allegiance to a Bengali headman and the sale of the office of
the headman is no longer held valid by our court. It was ruled by
the Government, in 1873, that the headman was L0 be nominated
by the chiefs, and appointed by the Deputy Commissioner and that
they must be chosen from among the jumiyas and must not be
outsiders” (W.W. Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol.
VL D.K. Publishing House. Delhi, 1973, P.91) '
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"In 1900 the so-called taluk system was abolished by the British
Government and the Dewans were replaced by a hierarchy of
Chiefs, Headman and Karbaries who were entrusted with the
responsibility of settling petty criminal and civil cases, besides
their function to collect revenue" (Government of Bangladesh,
Bangladesh District Gazetteers--CHTs, Dhaka, 1975, P. 2595);
Captain Lewin, the first Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts noted that, "Let us not govern these hills for ourselves,
but administer the country for the well-being and happiness of the
people dwelling therein . . . what is wanted here in not measure
butaman ... With education open to them, and yet moving under
their own laws and customs, they will turn out, not debased and
miniature epitoms of Englishmen, but a new noble type of God's
creature” (cited in Ibid., P. 257),

The construction of the Karnafuli Multi-purpose Hydel Project and
the formation of its reservoir led to the displacement of over
100,000 people ize. more than one-fourth of the then CHTSs
population and most of them were Chakma. "The inundation threw
over 54,000 acres of plough land out of cultivation, This area
constitutes 40 percent of the total settled cultivable land of the
district' (Ibid., P. 42). _

Government of Bangladesh, Ibid., PP, 28-32.
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